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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Arafura Rare Earths Pty Ltd, now operating as Arafura Nolans Project Pty Ltd (hereinafter referred to as 
Arafura), owner and operator of the Nolans Rare Earths Project (Nolans, or the Project), was granted 
Groundwater Extraction Licence – GWEL L10013 (the licence) on 20 March 2023, and amendment 
granted on 8 August 2023. This licence permits the extraction of 4800 ML/year from the Reaphook 
Palaeovalley aquifer. The preparation of this annual report is in accordance with Condition 10 of the 
licence, as stated below: 

3.10 – the licence holder must submit to the department an annual compliance report on or before 30 
September of each year of this licence. The annual report must:  

a) detail compliance with the conditions of this licence in the previous financial year; 

b) identify exceedances of triggers values in the licence documents and actions taken in response; 
and 

c) detail any changes to triggers values in the licence documents. 

The report will be submitted to the Department of Environment, Parks, and Water Security (DEPWS) 
(the department), and will be available on the Arafura website as required in Condition 3.11(e) of the 
licence, as stated below: 

3.11 – the licence holder must publish on a website which is publicly available:  

e) copies of the annual reports prepared in accordance with Condition 3.10. 

1.1 Project and Operator Details  

The Nolans site is located 135 km northwest of Alice Springs, and approximately 10 km west of the 
Aileron Roadhouse in the Northern Territory (NT). Arafura is an Australian mineral exploration and 
development company focusing on Neodymium (Nd) and Praseodymium (Pr) rare earths, and Nolans 
is their flagship Project. The Project will encompass a rare earths mine, process plant (comprising 
beneficiation, extraction and separation plants) and related infrastructure to be constructed and 
operated at the Nolans site. Arafura is headquartered in Perth, Western Australia with a second office 
in Darwin, Northen Territory (NT). The company was listed on the Australian Stock Exchange (ARU) in 
2003. A summary of the Project and Operator details are presented in Table 1—1 below. 
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2.0 COMPLIANCE AGAINST LICENCE CONDITIONS 

Table 2—1 below provides a summary of Arafura’s compliance with the Conditions of the 
Groundwater Extraction Licence – GWEL L10013.  




















































